
DOCUMKNT

ED 026 482
By - Chris mann, Phyllis Alice
Reco9nized Problems of Single Girls in Iowa Enterin9 the Work World Followino High School Gradva on.
Iowa State Univ. of Science and Technolo9y, Ames.
Pvb Date 67
Note-100p.
EMS Price MF-$0.50 HC4S 10
Descriptors-*Adjustment Problems, Entry Workers, +Environmental Research: Hi9h School Graduates: *Home
Economics Education, Masters Theses, PersonJ Adjustment, Questionnaires, Surveys: Vocational Adjustment:
Workin9 Women

The purpose of the ctudy was to identify the problems of single girls of Iowa on
entering the world of work and to study the relationships between the kinds of
problems and home town population, present residence, home economics education,
living arrangements, and occupation. The 491 female participants indicated the
degree of difficulty experienced on a one to nine rank scale. Six clusters of items
found to be intercorrelated were: employment, clothing, social adiustment, money,
food management, and food preparation. Results showed: (1) Girls living with parents
considered parental acceptance of them as adults to be their greatest problem, and
(2) Girls away from home reported budgenng, housing, housekeeping, and finding
compatible roommates as problems. Interpersonal relationships on a social basis
were of greater concern than those on the job. Nutrition created more difficulty than
food preparation. Decision making about lobs created more difficulty than keeping
jobs and getting along at work. As the population of the home town increased,
problems in employment and food management decreased. As semesters of home
economics completed increased, the problems in clothing and food oreparation
decreased. Clerical workers had the fewest problems with employment. Instruments,
letters, statistics in graphic and tabular form and a reference list are included in this
document. (FP)

VT 006 295



Aq10qqq,....Mqw47440 .11rFreqrai,

q

q

_

RECOGNIZED PROBLEMS OF SINGLE GIRLS IN IOWA ENTERING

THE WORK WORLD FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL GRANATION

Phyllis Alice Chrisimenn



If

U,S, DEPA TMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATI N & WELFARE

OFFICE Of EDUCATION

THIS DOCUMENT HAS SEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY A$ RECEIVED FROM THE

PERSON OR ORGANIZMION ORIGINATING IT, POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS

STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OffICIAL OFFICE Of EDUCAIION

POSITION OR POLICY,

Recognized Problems of Single G rls In Iowa Entering

The Work World Following High School Graduation

by

Phyllis A ice Christmann

Directed by

Eleanore 14 Kohlmann, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Home Economics ducntion

Thesis conducted as part of Project No

in Homemaking for Junior and Senior Hi

grant from Icy* Department of Public It

Education, P1488410 Sec. 4(a)

27, Bases for Planning Curricula

Ii School Pupils in Iowa, under

struction, Division of Vocational

Iowa State University

oE Science and Technology
Ames, Iowa

1967



4.;

RECOGNIZED PROBLEMS OF SINGLE GIRLS IN IOWA ENTERING

THE WORK WORLD FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

by

PhyiUa Al ice Chriatmann

Approveds

Ve4114.44,

A Thesis Submitted to the

Graduate Faoulty n Partial Fulfillment of

The Requirements for the Degree of

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Kaor Subjects Home Economics Education

n Charge or k1ajor o k N.

Iowa State University
Of Science and Technology

Ames, Iowa

1967

,eo



OF CO T NTS

UCT ON

OF LIT,-EATURE

justment Problems of Single Working Girls

Methods of Contacting Out of School Youth

ET OD OF PROCEDURE

Developmmt of the quest onnaire

Population and Data Collection

Analysis of Data

INGS AND DISCUSSION

Peraonal Character

Occupations
Population of home town
Semesters of home economics
Place of residence
Living arrangement
Subjects thought to be hel ful

er Composition

Cluster A, acqui ition of and adjustment
yo ezployment 32
Cluster 15, purch se and care of clothing )3
Cluster C, personal and social adjustment 33
Cluster D, use of money 35
Cluster E4 food management 35
Cluste- F food preparation 37

1

6

6

3

16

17

21

2,

26

26

26
28
28
29
30
30

31

Cluster Mean Scores

Significant Correlations Among Clusters

Relationship of Personal Characteri tics and
Cluster Scores

Individual Item Analysis

Ti 9

38

39

40

47



Pe se

SUJIY Vi,ZalISTIONS 56
LITEWITURE C TED 66

AciewwizDazos 68

APPENDIX A COBB
AND P 69

APPENDIX B: INSTRUZWIS USED PM DATA COLLECTION

AU/1=U C; CODING PLAS 4,6

APPENDIX Ds DATA NOT DISCUSSED IN 7Er7 90



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1 Number and p.r ce t of
occupations

Table 2. Number and per cent of girls accord.ing to
population of haat town

Table 3. Dumber and. per cent ot girls accord ng to
mesters of home economics completed

Table 4. Number and per cent of girls according to
place of residence

Table 5 Number and per cent of girls according
living arrangeEent 30

Table 6. Number and per cent of girls accordin
subject thought to be hel ful 31

Table 7.

27

28

29

29

Intercorrelations among items in Clu
acquisition and adjustment to employme

Table 8 Intercorrelations among items in Cluste
purchase and care of clothing

Table 9 Intercorrelations among items in Cluster Co
personal and social adjustment

Table 10. intercorrelations among items in Clus Do
use of noney

Table U. Intercorrelations among
food management

Table 12. Intercorrelations au
food preparation

Cluster P

Table 13 intercorrelations of cluster scores

Table 14. Qignificant corre ati
characteristics and c

en per onal
ores

Table 13 Chi squares between c uster scores and
living arrangements

Table 16 Chi squares between cluster scores and
occupations

32

33

34

36

37

31

40

41

42



Tab 17. Mean s ores and standard deviations for
items related to problems experienced by
girls who lived with parents

Table I Mean scores and standard deviations for
items related to problems experienced by
girls who lived away from parental home

Table 19. Mean scores and standard deviations for
items related to problems experienced by
girls who shared apartments with others

Table 20. Mean scores and standard deviations of items
marked by all participants regardless of
living arrangements ranked in first and
fourth quartiles

Table 21. Frequency distribution of scores on Clusters
D, E and F aecording to three living arrange
ments

Table 22.

Table 23

Frequency distribution of scores on Cluster A
according to occupation

Mean scores and standard deviations of toms
marked by all participants regardless o
living arrangements ranked in second and
third quartiles



T OF FIGURES

Page

igure 1 Cluster mean scores 39

Figure 2. Profiles of frequency distributions of cluster

scores according to living arrangement 43

2A = Cluster De use of money

2B = Cluster E, food management

2C = Cluster F, food preparation

Figure 3. Profile of frequency distribution of Cluster A

scores according to occupations 48



Z1TRODUCXQN

Many young w m n today are in the labor force employed in

the kinds of jobs that require little education beyond hi h

school. A report from the President's Commission on the Status

of Women in 1963 stated that one out of three women were worXm

ing and that the largest concentration of women workers was in

clerioal, service and factory operative occupations (11).

Current literature revealed that although 47.7 per oent of the

young women in, the 18-24 age group were employod in 1965, the

largest percentage of unemployed women, 16.7 per cant, ware in

the 16-19 age group (12)

Most young girls in Iowa visualize themselves as being

gainfully employed for some length of time in the future. A

survey in 1965 which involved all junior and senior high school

girls in Iowa revealed that only 10 per cent of the girls were

planning a homemaking career without ever being employed. Six

per cent were planning a lifetime career other than homemaking

. and the rest of the girls were planning to work at some period

in their lives even though they intended to marry (3)*

As the number of working women increases there is a grow

ing concern about the inevitable problems that may arise and

the role of education in dealing with these problems. Tyler

emphasizes the importance of planning programs that meet the

contemporary needs of students:
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have convinced even those who were wave ing that we
must 'do something' about education for employment in
home economics The questions of 'what' and 'how'
appear to be the loaded ones (8, pp* 87-88).

In 1963, Larson challenged home economics ethwators to

build effective occupational educational programs on ba lc

homemaking courses that would aucoessfully meet the criteria

required to receive PL 88-210 funds, In the comments that

followed, two sequence courses planned to prepare girls for

entry into the work world were discussed* Both sequenc s con

tained a section on teaching concepts related to manage ent

for effective living in the home and on the job (6).

Studies done by Nelson (?) and Jordon (4) indicated that

young working women experienced problems In areas direetly

related to home economics* Managing resources, planning for

the future and making personal and sooS .1 adjustments were

recognized by the participants as being general problem areas,

Havighurst had recognized that early adulthood was a period

of disorganization and loneliness, filled with many personal

adjustment problems* He went on to say3

Of all the periods of life, early adulthood is the
fullest of teachable moments and emptiest of efforts
to teach * Yet the amount of educative effort
expended by society on people is probably less
during this period than during any other period
except old age--if we make the proper exception of
college and university education, which are really
an extension of the schools, and seldom deal with
the developmental tasks and problems of young
adults* . It makes one wonder what education is
about, after all, if it is not directly concerned
with helping the individual meet such problems
(1. p. 72).



Because home economics has a ways been concerned with

adjustments to living problems, it has a unique contribution

to make regardless of the occupations girls choose. The

present study, therefore, was designed to gather information

about problems experienced by single working girls. The find-

ings from the study will have implications for planning cur

ricula for family living, wage earning courses or a combination

of the two. The following objectives were chosen for the

studys

1. To identify recognized problems of u married Iowa

girls entering the work world following high school graduation.

2. To study the relationships between the kinds of

recognized problems and size of home town, semesters enrolled

in home economics and place of residenoe.

3 To study the differences among the kinds of recognized

problems and living arrangement and type of occupation.

Fivt hypotheses related to the objectives were to be

tested;

1. Correlations between population of home town and recog

nized problems of single working girls do not vary signifi-

cantly from zero.

2. Correlations between semesters of home economics oom-

pleted and recognized problems of single working girls do not

vary significantly from zero.

3. Correlations between population of home town and

recognized problems of single working girls do not vary



si nificantly from zero.

4, Living arrangement .ncIependent of the recognized

problems of single working girls

5, Occupation is independent of the recognized problems

of single working girl

Aajustment roblems avo ae&ne 2Oz puz'po8e8 of the stuay

as difficulties experienced by girls as they make the transi

tion from school-dependent to work-independent situations.

Problems identified by the partioipants as having created diffi-

culty for them will be referred to as recognized problems.
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REVIEW OF LITMATURE

The literature reviewed is presented in two s tions one

involves investigations related to adjustment problems of

single women and the other, methods used in conduotin fol ow-

up otudies of high sohool graduates. Few studies have been

reported that specifically identified problems of single work

ing girls who began working directly following high school

graduation. The populations included in the reported stud es

concerning adjustment problems varied: junior college women,

working women 24-26 years of age and graduates of a post-hi h

school vocational training program. Many follow-up studies of

high school graduates have been done. The methods and problems

involved in contacting high school graduates were pertinent to

the present study and only those aspects of three recent

studies done in Iowa will be cited.

Adjustment Problems of Single Wo kAng Girls

In 1965, Nelson (7) conducted a study to explore the con

tributions of home economics instruction as part of general

education for Wisconsin women enrolled in post-high school

occupational programs. Both married and unmarried women were

involved in the study.

Two purposes of the study were relevant to the present

investigation. They were to investigate the experiences and

practices in personal and family living of selected graduates



and to identify the iportanee empioyer attach to ouptiona1

efficiency and per onal cha racteristies of their employe

Three methcds were used to gather data for the study:

questionnaire, structured and unstructured interviews. A quesw

tionnaire was used to gather personal information on 721 women

eUrrently enronea in eight postwhigh school oecupational pro

grams in Wisconsin A schedule of questions was used when

interviewing 22 sele ted graduates who were currently working

full time. Unstructured interviews were arranged to secure

information from seven employers.

Fifteen unmarried women graduates were interviewed to

e information on problems they were experiencing. All

under 26 years of age; nine were under 21. Six had ta

a business education course and nine a course in practleal

nursing. Twelve lived in shared apartments and three, in

parental homes. The findings from the interviews identified

the following problemsz managing housekeeping and food

preparation in shared apartments, finding compatible people

with whom to live, managing breakfast and dieting problems

budgeting for food and clothing, using credit, handling door

to-door salesmen, being informed about educational aerviees

for consumer information, belonging to community organizations,

planning for the future and being aware of educational oppor-

tunities open to them.

Unstructured interviews with seven employers revealed

that occupational competence in obtaining and retaining a



po ition wa of priway importance . Personal qual ties such

as beiz, a reaponstble worker, havi g satisfaotory personal

re Gams positive at4tudea t ward work good health and

ac eptable personsl appe ranee were also important. Super

vlsors notec that the girls working under their direction had

problems with absenteeism financial management finding suit

able living arrangements and ehoosing friends and roommates.

In a study completed in Virginia (4) in 1966, one of the

objectivcs related to the identification of problems and prac

ticea used in homemaking by young married and unmarried women.

Girls enrolled in the tenth grade in Virginia high schools in'

1 35 were used as he population for the study.

Home economics teac ers in Virginia were requested to

help identify and locate the participants and furnish infer

mation about the participants from high school records The

procedure and directions for helping with the study were

presented to the teachers at the 1964 Annual State Home Eco

nomics Education Conference. Teachers who had participated

in a tryout of the study told of the procedures to be used

for sampling and assured the teachers that the requested

information from high school records as well as present names

and addresses of the girls could be obtained. Each school was

provided the numbers to be used in drawing every fifth name

from the 19$4-55 class roll of girls to be used in the sample

Data sheets for each participant were sent to all home eco-

nomics teachers in the state to get the information needed
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The mobilit of ths families

e change in names due to marriage made it diffUult to

obtain accurate names and addresses. In sase schools the
1954-55 class rolls were not available or the process of con

solidation of school districts had confused, the file system.

New teachers in a school system ourid it difficult to trace

family connections. Despite these problems, 2679 of the

3,832 data sheets sent to the teachers were ret=ed, ques-
tionnaires were sent to approximately 2.300 participants The

final number of respondents was 1,58, 8 per cent of th
approxitately 20,000 girls in the papule on.

Of those responding, 175 were =lea= ed women

24 26 year age group At the time of the study, 91 per cent

were working; the income for 88 per cent of the wouen was in

the 03,000 to 4$6,000 income bracket. Parental hoses provided

living =rangements for 42 per cent and rented rooms, apart-

ments or houses provided living arrangements for 48 per cent
The questionnaire used to collect data was based on

information derived. from interviews with young women In the

24 26 age gioup The =carried women were asked to :mark five
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of the thirteen problez items they encountered. in home ak ng

and fcimi1 living. The problems identified by the largest per

cents were reaching decisions about marriage, 17 per cent;

marketing and meal preparation for one, 14 par cent; feeling a

need for companionship 13 per cent. finding a suitable apart-

ment mate, 13 per cent and meeting 1&in& costs independently,

13 per cent. When the probl on the questionnaire were

clustered into three groups 48 per cent of the problems were

in the interpersonal re3.atiQnsbip cluster, 9 per cent in the

home and family cluster and 23 per cent in managing the income

cluster.

When the problems of both marrAed and
women are reviewed, it would seen that both groups
have problems in homemaking and family living.
This is a factor that deserves attention when plan
nlng adult education programs (II., pl. 10)

Areas of homeiiaklng in which unmarried women recognized

a need for help were marked by the following percentages:

managing the income 32 per cent feeding the family, 18 per

cent- housing the family, 13 per cent and managing the home,

10 per cent /bung women In the lowest income brackets indi

cated the greatest need for help in managing the income.

Preparation for homemaking in add4tion to that provided in

parental homes was recognized as a, need bj 94 per cent of the

unmarried women.

Financial practices used im, homemaking by unmarried

women were also reported In the area of managing the income

53 per cent had a systematic method of keeping records;



67 per cent, a regular plan for savings; dl per cent, a finan-

cial reserve for emergencies and 97 per cent, life, health and

accident insurance coverage. Credit was most often used for

major home improvements home furnishings and equipment, auto

mobiles and clothing.

The questions concerning clothing construction revealed

the following information. Of the unmarried women, 87 per

cent said most of their clothing were ready-mades; 49 per cent

did not sew for themselves; 26 per cent did sew for themselves;

and 32 per cent sometimes sewed. In the area of garment up-

keep, $7 per cent would alter garments, 71 per cent would mend

garments and 58 per cent would pay to have alterations done.

In 1952, Jorgensen (5) surveyed women enrolled In the

Santa Ana Junior College, Santa Ana, California, to identify

the recognized educational needs related to home economics.

The study was initiated because of the small demand and lack

of interest in home economics courses and to see how the needs

of the girls could be met. Information regarding general

interest and aptitude of the students in the field of home

economics as well as specific interest in tentative courses in

home economics was sought.

Approximately 179 of the 195 women enrolled at the college

participated in the survey. Only 13 per cent lived away from

their parental homes with relativts and friends. A large

portion, 98 per cent, wore single.
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The participants were asked to rank five from a list of

28 home economies subjects that they considered to be of

greatest importance. Basic Food Preparation, including meal

planning and serving, was ranked first; Marriage, Its Physical,

Economic, Social, Mental, Emotional, and S iritual Aspects,

mond; Wardrobe Plannitig, including alterationa, modeling

and the budget, third; Basic Clothing Construction, fourth;

and The Home or Apartment, inoludlng room arrangement, cost

comparisons and renting versus owning, fifth.

The participants were asked to mark the various areas of

home economics in which they recognized an inadequacy of knowl

edge. Caring for the sick at home was marked by 53 per cent

of the partieipants; managing a home, 47 per cent; child care,

47 per cent; choosing a house or apartment, 46 per cent;

furnishing a house or apartment, 44 per cent; operation of the

sewing machine, 36 per cent; marriage and family problems, 35

per cent; meal planning and serving, 35 per cent; and food

preparation, 32 per cent.

The degree of inadequaoy, as marked by the participants,

was related to the amount of previous education in home eeo

nomics. The findings revealed that 41 per cent of the stu-

dents with two years or less education in home eooncmies and

48 per cent of those who had more than two years recognized

an inadequacy of knowledge. Jorgensen concluded that those

who had more educatioa were more aware of their lack of

knowledge.



Tcnttively planned COurses w re presented to the pa tici

pai,V; who were asked to designate if they would take one, two,

thr4e, four or none of the courses if they wou'd offered.

The course, Ethic of Living, stressing character analysis,

personality development, and human relations, including prepa-

ration for mrriage and family life, waa marked by $8 per dent

of the pL.rticipants; Basic Food Preparation, including simple

but adequate meals ueing canned, packaged or frozen food, 42

per cent; Child Growth, Development and Guidance, 39 per cent;

and Basle Clottling Construction including short-cuts to easy

sewing, 33 per cent,

Nethods of Contacting Out of School Youth

Three recent follow-up studies of high school pupils com

pleted in Iowa will be discussed in this section. The studies

involved contacting former pupils; only the contacting methods

will be presented.

Howe (2) completed a study In 1963 that involved pupils

from twelve north Iowa counties. Approximately 10,000 ninth

grade pupils from the school years 19$2-$3 19.54 55 and 19$6

$7 were randomly sampled. Every fourth name on an alphabet-

ized list, the starting point determined by a random number,

was used for the sample.

Local schools cooperated by obtaining the current ad-

dresses of 2,440 of the 2,561 pupils chosen for the sample,

Before the questionnaires were sent local news releases were
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The mailing of cover letters and questionnaires uas done

throush the offices of four county superintendents of schools,

Each letter was signed by ths local superintendent of schools,

the county superintendent and the county extension agent. After

a nine-week period, approximately 84 per cent of the question-

haires had been returned.

A vigorous follow-up campaign waged by the c unty
superintendents and the local schools is largely
responsible for the unusually high percentage of
return for a survey of this nature (13, p. 11).

In 1964, Sorensen (9) completed a follow-up study of grad'

uates at South Hamilton High School. A list of names and

addresses of the 213 graduates, 1960 to 1962 inclusive, was

compiled. Information concerning addresses was secured from

five sources; the files of the secretaries of the alumni

associations, parents and relatives of the graduates, class

mates or friends of the graduates, school records and personal

knowledge of the investigator. Only three correct addresses

could not be located.

Of the 213 questionnaires mailed, 102 responded. A

follow-up post card sent to 111 graduates resulted in 44 more

returns Personal contacts and telephone calls were also made

to inform the graduates of the importance of responding. A

final follow-up letter and questionnaire sent to 22 graduates

produced nine returns bringing the number of returns to 15$ or

72.8 per cent of the total number contacted.



3.6

METRO') OF PROCED RE

The primary objective of the tudy was to identify recogm

nized problems or unmarried Iowa girls entering the world of

work following high school graduation. Two secondary objectives

also &aye dl,rcotlon to the stlipt. One wtap to nt1107 Thc vela.

tion hips between the kinds of recognized problems of the girls

and the size of their home towns, the numbers of semesters they

had been enrolled in home economics and place of residence.

The other secondary objective involved studying the differences

among kinds of recognized problems of the girls according to

their living arrangements and types of occupation.

Five hypotheses related to the objectives were tested.

These hypotheses were:

1 Correlations between population of home town and

recognized problems of single working girls do not vary eige.

nificantly from zero.

2. Correlations between semesters of home econo ios oomm

pleted and recognized problems of single working girls do not

vary significantly from zero.

3. Correlations between population of home town and

recognized problems of single working girls do not vary sig

nificantly from zero.

4. Living arrangement is independent of the recognized

problems of single working girls.

5. Occupation is independent of the recognized problems

of single working girl
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Because the study a,nvolved a pQpu1CLtiQn of g rls who were

not concentrated in any p rticular institution or location but

werescGttered throughout the state, it was necessary to con

tact them individually. Two possible means that could have

been used to collect data to fulfill the objectives of the

stUdy were intervieWing and the Use of a questionnaire. The

latter was selected because it provided a means of reachfcng a

large number of participants moot efficiently in relation to

uaa of resources. Written instruotions for responding could

be provided and the questionnaire allowed freedom of anonymity

for the participants.

Development of the u stionnair

Two preliminary steps were used to collect information

that could be used in formulating items for the questionnaire.

The first involved the development and use of a series of

exploratory questions that requested written responses from

the participants. The second step consisted of the use of a

schedule for conducting interviews. The final questionnaire

contained two forms. Form A was compiled to acquire personal

information needed for analysis of the data and Form B was

composed of items using the information from the interviews.

The series of exploratory questions was developed in

accordance with the experiences reported by Nelson (7). The

questions were related to areas concerned wlth the job,
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personal r -tion hips a d m agement of single pls. A copy

of the questions can be found. in Appendix B.

A trial use of the series of questions was made to see

the responses would be of value in the construction of items

for the questionnaire. Four secretaries working at Iowa State

University Were asked tO answer the questions. Three of the

ftur girls were living away from home and one was living with

her parents, All had training beyond high school. The

responses to the questions proved to be too vague to be of use

for constructing items. The information did, however, give

general trends of problems that could be used as guides for

the development of an interview schedule.

To identify more specific problems of working girls, an

interview schedule was developed. Several sources were used

as bases for item construction: responses to the series of

exploratory questions; personal experiences of the investi-

gator and members of the Home Economics Education staff and

questions used by Nelson (7). The interview schedule was cam

posed of 44 questions dealing with various aspects of getttng

and keeping a job, living arrangements at home, living in and

sharing an apartment, use of leisure time, meeting and making

new friends, time management money management, food problems

clothing problems and future plans. A copy of the interview

schedule can be found in Appendix B.

Twelve unmarried working girls were interviewed. A list

of names of 1966 feriae graduates who were employed was
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received from a counselor at a local high school. The girls

were contacted by phone and personal interviews were arranged.

Four of the girls were living with their parents and eight

away from their home town. Three of the latter group were

llving alone in apartments four shared apartments with others

Ana 0110 lived with relatives. Ei ht of the girls had offioa

jobs; two were clerks and two had jobs in small manufacturing

firms.

The int rview s hedule was used only as a guide for the

investigator. More questions were asked whenever it was

necessary to identify more specific problems the girls were

experiencing. The interviews not only aided in the identifi-

cation of the problems of the girls, but also helped the

invtstigator better understand and work with girls having these

personal characteristics.

The information obtained from the twelve interviews pro

vided the basic material for developing items for the ques

tionnaire. Eighty-eight items were formulated, the major

portion of which related to problems likely to be common to

all participants. The items were concerned with jobs, clothes,

personal friendships, use of leisure time, money management

and food experiences. The remainder of the items were grouped

in relation to living arrangement. One group was to be

answered by those who lived with their parents; another by

those who lived away from their parental home and the last by



those who had. a roo

found in

sivple thod for x'espond.n to the items was needed so

that the e pants could respond accurately with only

written instructions. The participant was asked to rate the

luems on the ninepn t scale according to the amount ot dif 1

culty the s tuation had caused or was causing her. A choice of

1" on the scale would signify that the situation was or had

been no di fieult and a "9" would signify extreme difficulty.

Numbers between one and nine were to be used to show degrees

of difficulty.

For purposes of aual3rztng the data certain personal infor

'cation was needed. Form A was compiled to obtain information

needed about the size of home town, occupation, living arrange

rent and number of semesters of home economics taken. Form A

was to accompany the main portion of the questionnaire which

was labeled Form B. Form A can be found in Appendix B.

A cover letter was prepared to be sent to each participant

along with the questionnaire. The purpose of the study was

stated in the letter as well as the reason why she had. been

seleoted to participate and the source from which her name and

address was obtained. A copy of the cover letter can be found

in Appendix A

A trial use of the questionnaire was made to see if the

girls would respond. Other purposes were to ascertain the

clarity of directions for responding and to determine the

20

A copy of the questionnaire can be
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ight unzarried working

were received frog a
a XWCA director in a

ere asked to return the

the questicnnaixes were

returned within a eek ow-up phone calls to five of the
six girls who did, not r Uirn their questionnaires showed that

the reasons for not resposIding were not because of lack or

clarity of directions or length of the q.pestionnaire but for

reasons such as: misplacing them, not qualifying as a hieek

school graduate or not receiving the questionnaire Two more

questioimaires were returned after the follow-up phone cal s.

An nine points on the scale had been used to rate the ezs

and direetions bad been followed. No major changes In Por = A

and B of the questionnaire or carer letter appeared to be needed

girls who wen

ation in 1966

opuLation and Bata Collec

on involved In the study was nrried Iowa
work inmediately following high school gradu

zumber of participants who contributed

usable questiannaires was 491 girls. Living arrangement was

the only controlled independent variable; theraore. approxi
matey one-half of the participants lived at home with their

parents and the remainder lived away frost their parental

homes



Ob aining the names

major problem. The popul tio

in large numbers in any partic

of the high achool counselors

ating the girls presented a

mobile and not concentrated

institution. Because many

owa were doing follow-up

studies of graduates, it was s ested by the Head of the

Department Of EduCatioti Iowa state University, that the

guidance counselors be contacted to obtain the names and

addresses of qualified participants for the study. The names

of all high school guidance counselors in Iowa were recetved

from the State Department of Public Instruction.

A letter was sent to one guidance counselor in each high

school explaining the purposes of the study and requesting the

names and addresses of four unmarried working girls from the

1966 graduating class. Two of the girls were to be living at

home with their parents and working in their home town, two

were to be living away from their parental home and working

away from their home taxa. A response form and a stamped

self-addressed envelope were enclose& in each letter. A copy

of the letter and response form can be found in Appendix A.

Contacts were made with 318 counselors. A follow-up post

card, a copy of which can be found in Appendix A. was sent two

weeks after the original request. Responses were received

from 263 counselors who furnished the names and addresses of

738 girls. Three of the response fox= were received too late

to be used in the study,
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Forms A and B of the questionnaire and the cover letter

were sent to the 738 unmarried working girls, A stamped self-

addressed envelope was enclosed for returning the forms

Beeause of insufficient addresses, ten of the letters were

returned. A follow-up card, a copy of which can be found in

4pendix A, was sent two weeks atter the original request.

The questionnaires were returned by 53$ girls. Of the

total, 44 could not be used for these reasons; four of the

girls were married; 14 were enrolled in school or had training

beyond high school; 20 questionnaires lacked sufficient infor-

mation to be of use; three were returned blank with no explana-

tion and three were returned too late to be used. This left

491 girls as final participants in the study.

It was anticipated that the percentage of returns would

be low because the participants were not obligated in any way

to cooperate. However, 73 per cent of the questionnaires were

returned and only eight per cent of the responses could not be

used.

Analysis of Data

The responses of 491 girls were used for analysis pur

poses. he items on the questionnaire were coded according to

the plan shown in Appendix C. The numerical values were

punched on IBM cards and statistical computations were done by

the To= State University Computation Center.
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The coefficients resulting from the inter orrelation of

items and an examination of the item content were used to idenm

tify clusters. Items with the highest correlations were

grouped into six major clusters. Fifteen of the Items did not

correlate with any of the other items beyond .30, consequently

theY were nOt Usea for further analysis.

The following formula was used to determine the reliam

bility of each clusters

where

nf
r as 1 nrrnml,

r = reliability of the cluster

n = number of items in a cluster

f = mean of correlations for a cluster

Ir.ir as sum of correlations below the diagonal of the correlation
matrix for a cluster.

Cluster scores and three personal variables...wstze of home

town, number of semesters of home economics completed and place

of residenee..were intercorrelated. To determine whether the

variables, living arrangement and occupation, would be inde

pendent of the cluster scores, a contingency table was pre

pared for each cluster with the variables as columns and the

cluster scores as rows. When the contingency tables were
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exam. ed, it was found that in most cases at least one cell

had a frequency of less than five. To avoid an invalid use of

chi-square technique, the variable categories as well as the

cluster scores were combined. The data were then tested by

computing chi squares,
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with the public; clerks, waitresses, cashiers and tr ve ing

sales personnel. The work-in-home category consisted of baby

sitters and housekeepers. The work-in-institution category

grouped nurses aides, kitchen helpers, teacher aides and others

employed by an institution. The work-in-factory category con

siSted of tho assemb4 line eMployees Ana all other except

clerical workers employed in a factory. The unemployment cate

gory included participants who had been employed at one time

but were unemployed at the time the data were collected.

Data in Table 1 show that clerical work was done by the

largest pereentage of girls. Three home economics related

occupations; sales. work-in-home and work-in-institution

included approximately 20 per cent of the participants

TablA Number and per cent of girls according to occupa

tions

Occupations

Clerical
Sales
Work-in-home
Work-in-institution
Work-in-factory
Unemployment

Total

343
63
9
29

5

491

69.86
12.83
1.83
5.90
8.56
1.02

100.00
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Po ul tion of hore town

The participants wore 01 sified according to population

of home town into five arbitrarily defined categories* The

data in Table 2 chow that $5 per cent of the girls oame from

towns with population less than 2,00 and nearlr 88 per cent,

from towns less than 10,000.

Table 2. Number and per cent of girls according to populau.

tion of home town

Porulation

11M999
1,000 2,499
2,300141999
3,000-9.999
Over 10,000

Total

147
12$
79
77
63

491

Semesters of home economies

One of the unique characteristics of the participants was

the amount of home economics education completed* Table 3

shows approximately 94 per cent of the participants had some

home economics and near3y 6$ per cent had two or more years.

The lane amount of home economies completed suggests that

pupils who are not ollege bound are likely to enroll in home

economies Aor more than one year.

29.94
2$.46
16.09
15,68
12.83

100.00

4wIlassawraft,eMSOMMIONIMPWW/Wastatie
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Table 3 Number and per cent of
of home ceono

Semeste

ord.in to see

0
2
4

7 or more

Total

32
142
133
130

34

491

6 .52

28 92
31.16
26.48
6.92

100.00

Place of res deuce

Table 4 shows that approximately 10 per cent more of the

girls were living in than away from their home towns When

selecting partioipants an attempt was made to control for place

of residence by requesting an equal number of girls from both

ea egories. However, benause of obstacles it was not possible

to reach an equal number. questionnaires were sent to 379

girls living in their home towns, 74.6 per cent were returned

and 17 could not be used. Of the 339 girls living away from

their home towns who were sent questionnaires. 69.2 per cent

responded and 24 questionnaires could not be used.

Table 4 Number and per cent of girls according to place of

residence

Place of residence

In home town

Away from home town

Total

266

225

491

54.18

45.82

100.00
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0

parents or

Approximatel

home with tho

h theit home

iving with p

zen

sugested1 living arrangements, 1 iv ng with

g apartments were the two most common

f or the girls, no shown on Table 5, lived at

parents 1 but tan of the participants living

Wn0 live ith their parents. Of the girls n t

nts, over $0 per cent were sh ring ap rtmento

Table $. Number and per ce
ngement

Living nement

t of girls accorting to living

With parents
With relatives
In a room
Alone in an apartment
Share apartment with others
Other arrangements

Total

2$6
2
3
28

137
9

491

$2 14
5.50
6.92
$.70
27 90
1 84

100.00

Sub eetri thou h el

Subjects taken in high school that were marked by the par

ticipants as being particularly helpful when they started to

work are shown in Table 6. Subjects related to clerical work

such as commercial courses English and mathematics were recog-

nized as being helpful more often than any other. As stated

above, approximately 70 per cent of the participants were

employed in clerical work.



Eeme economies was marked as being helpful by 28.92 per

cent of the participants. When the questionnaires from the

group that marked home economics were divided according to

occupations, 89 per cent of the girls who were working in

homes, 79 per cent working in institutions, 46 per cent in

sales 29 per cent working in factories, 21 per cent in cleri

cal occupations and 20 per cent of the unemployed marked home

economics as being helpful

Table 6. Number and per cent of gin
thought to be hel

Subjects

according to subject

Commercial courses, typing, bookkeeping,
secretarial

English and literature
Mathematics
Speech
Home economies
Science
History and other social sciences
Journalism

374
340

76.17
69.25

296 60.49
146 29.74
142 28.92
51 10.40
30 6.11
24 4.89

Cluster Composition

A 1 items pertinent to all participants regardless of

1 ving 4irr ngements were intereorrelated. Inspection of the

significant correlations1 and ttem content produced six major

lIn Tables 6 through 14: significance beyond the $ per
cent level is .088 when N = 491 and significance beyond the
1 per cent level is .115 when X = 491.
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austere. Ftfteen items with low correlations were not in

eluded in the clusters and were excluded from this portion of

the study. The six clusters varied in size from five to

eleven items Each cluster was named according to the content

of the items nd given a letter of the alphabet for identifi

Cation pUtpoSes The clustets Wete as follows;

Clus4,er A, acquisition of and adjustment to employment
Cluster Bo purchase and care of clothing
Cluster Co personal and social adjustment
Cluster)), use of money
Cluster E, food, managemeL,
Cluster P rood, preparation

Cliiste A ..tton of nd ad uatment to em lo sêflt

tems in Cluster A dealt with obtain ng, deciding

n to desirable employment. The average corre

n wit ta the cluster was .308 The reliability of the

cluster was .689 which was the lowest reliability of the six

clusters. Items and intercorrelation coefficients for Cluster

A are shown in Table 7.

Table 7. Intercorrelationsa among items in Cluster At acqui
sition and adjustment to employment

28 30 32 33 34

28 Obtc4ning desirable employment In
my horne Liam

30. Pirding ood puing job 4Le;

32. Deciding on the type of work I want 16 28 .

33. Gettinz; experience in the type of
work 1 want 22 46 41

34, Lvoidin- monotony on the job 18 29 35 29

me decimal potnt has been omitted from the correlations
on this table and on all subsequent tables and figures.



Cliiiter 3 rcre
Cluter B c

1sVect3 a do
con'e ted, aDoire

other with decisions Ecee about the k

tti last with

Table

ills an
othe s needed

ezent ot =ono ?he a eVage correla

tion w thin the cluster was 298 which was 'the lowest for all

clusters. The reliability was .722.

I ems

39 Doing latmdry
40 Rept.irimg and ze

in good condition
41. Sewing cald altering clothes
42. wing clothes appropriate

for work
43 Chancing hies school imrdrobe

cc it will =let 41.7 needs now
45 DeterrIning the best cloth-

ing toys
46 . Malang ray clothIng dollar go

as far as it should

clothes

Clu

9

19 29

25 33
16 23 22

10 27 20 27 32 56

.7.414

and. social e periences of the
shown in °. 2.z.ble 9 intereorrel

dealt with going places Join

t t ersonal

Five of the items
5. The iters

tine



T
a
b
l
e
 
9
.

I
n
t
e
r
e
o
r
r
e
l
a
t
i
o
n
s
 
a
m
o
n
g
 
i
t
e
n
s
 
i
n
 
C
l
u
s
t
e
r
 
C
o
 
p
e
r
s
o
n
r
i
.
 
a
n
d

c
o
i
l
 
a
d
j
u
s
t
m
e
n
t

I
t
e
m
s

4
8

49
51

$3

4
7
.

M
o
o
t
i
n
g
 
n
a
 
p
e
o
p
l
e

4
8

G
o
i
n
g
 
p
l
a
c
e
s
 
w
h
e
r
e
 
I

n
e
w
 
f
r
i
e
n
d
s

4
9
.

J
o
i
n
i
n
g
 
o
r
g
a
n
i
z
a
t
i
o
n
s
 
w
h
o
r
e
 
/

c
a
n
 
m
e
n
t
 
y
o
u
n
t
;
 
p
e
o
p
l
e

$
0
.

G
e
t
t
i
n
g
 
i
n
v
o
l
v
e
d
 
i
n
 
a
n
 
a
c
t
i
v
e

s
o
o
i
a
l
 
l
i
f
e

$
1

M
e
e
t
i
n
g
 
f
o
l
l
o
w
s
 
I
'
d
 
l
i
k
e
 
t
o

5
2
.

D
a
t
i
n
g
 
a
s
 
o
f
t
e
n
 
a
s
 
I
'
d
 
l
i
k
e

5
3
.

D
o
i
n
g
 
u
h
a
t
 
I
 
r
o
a
l
l
y
 
w
a
n
t
 
t
o
 
d
o

d
u
r
i
n
g
 
m
y
 
f
r
e
e
 
h
o
u
r
s

5
7
.

D
o
i
n
G
 
t
h
e
 
s
a
m
e
 
o
l
d
 
t
h
i
n
g
s
 
f
o
r

e
n
t
e
r
t
u
i
n
m
e
n
t

5
8
.

E
n
t
e
r
t
a
i
n
i
n
g
 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 
a
t
 
m
y
 
p
l
a
c
e

41
0

3
4

2
$

6
3

2
5

6
9

6
8

2
2

5
1

4
8

2
5

4
9

4
5

1
7

3
7

3
1

3
6

2
9

1
8

3
8

3
3

1
2

2
8

71

3
2

3
4

3
0

3
2

4

3
1

24

5c 1.
01

1.
11

11



involved 1:n a social life and meeting and dating fellows. The

average correlation within the oluster was 065; reliability.

838.

ustor D uee of mo

0 Uotar p, Qono1pti 5 r 0101,0 1,0mot WaQ the lnia g 9r

the olustera. Nine items were olosely related to money manage

ment. Two items, Planning for the future and Keeping my weight

where I want it, did not appear to be directly related to money

management but correlated at or above .30 wlth three other

items in the cluster. These relationships may be explained in

terms of self-diseipline required to achieve the desired goals

involved in the situations. Within the eluster, as shown in

Table 10, four of the items intereorrelated above .0; these

items dealt most directly with budgeting. The average correla-

tion within the cluster was .349; reliability. .853.

Cluster E food mona ement

The six items in Cluster E were related to various deei

sion making aspects of food experiences. The highest correla

tion as shown in Table 11 was between items concerned with

knowledge about nutrition. Two problems dealing with the

management of resources correlated at .52. The average corre-

lation within the cluster was .334; reliability, .791.
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Table 11. ntcrcorre1c,tions a ong items in Cluster E, food

manogement

Items 71 72 73 74 75 77

71. Batine breakfast every morning
72. GettIng variety in all of my meals 46

73. Getting the right kinds of food
for good health

74. Uaing up the 1atmovers
73. Making the grocery money stretch
77. Buying and preparing food for one

or two people

OP

39 81 -
21 44 46 m

21 37 36 32 -

12 28 29 42 46

Clu ter F food re ara ion

Of the six clusters, Cluster F had the highest average

correlation, .48, and the highest reliability, .88. Seven of

the items were described as "knowing how to" food experiences

and one as a "knowing what to" food experience. The correla

tions as shown in Table 12 showed that the "knowing what to"'

item correlated the lowest of all items.

Table 12. Intorcorrelations among items
preparation

in Cluster Ft food

Items 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85

78. Knowing what to serve guests
at prrties and dinners

79. Knowing how to prepare meats 34
80. Knowing how to prepare

vegetables 30 67

81. Knowing how to prepare des-
29 57 70sorts

82. Knowing how to prepare
salads

83. Knowing how to prepare
breads 30 45 43 52 44 -

859 Knowing how to prepare full
meals 27 67 59 60 48 52 54

26 51 62 68
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Cluster

Aequir i: Ld adjusting
e-pley ent

B. Purohase and care of c"oi;hing

C. Peraonal and soci-1 adjustmcn

Use 0 money

Food mana c ent

Food preparation

Figure 1. Cluster mean scores

Clu ter

LW'

ores

36'
'

3 .33 11

&laza: 7-er C c =47 ..iraw vac. caw lam
_

8

A t.7. 111 WV: OMR,

II, ONAMairPPIMPOINPOPOISMINVMANPANNOWIR ; IMAIMPAI

Si ifioant Correlations Among Clusters

The correlations among the six olusZers in Table 13 showed

that the highest correlations of Clusters A, B and E were with

Cluster D. If the girls were having difficulty with the

adjustment problems in Clusters A, 13 or E there was a tendency

for them to have difficulties with the use of money. Clusters

A, B and E contained at least one item related wo money.

Cluster F correlated highest with Cluster B. As was

stated previously, cluster mean scores for Clusters B and F

were the lowest of the six clusters; therefore, if the girls

tended not to havegproblems with food preparation they also

tended not to have problems with olothing

Cluster C correlated higher with Cluster B than with any

other cluster. Feeling competent in social situations had a
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Table 13.
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to be associated with having cppropz'iite clothine.

Intorcorre1citions of cluster scores

Cluster A BCDE
Acquiring and adjusting to
cmplopont

B. Purchcise and care of °lathing

C. Personal and social adjustment

D. Use of money

E. Food management

F. Food preparation

20

28 34

39 48 32

28 34 18 48

17 39 21 22 29

R 1 tionship of Personal
Characteristics and Cluster Scores

Five hypotheses related to the objectives of the study

were tested. Three dealt with population of home town, number

of semesters of home economics completed and place of residence

Each was tested by correlating the personal characteristics

with the six cluster scores. Si ificant correlations which

resulted are shown in Table 14. Chi squares were computed to

test two hypotheses related to living arrangements and occu

potions; results are shown in Tables 1$ and 16. Frequency

distributions of scores for clusters influenced by certain per

sonal characteristics are given in Tables 21 and 22 which can

be found In Appendix D.
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Table 13 Chi squares between cluster scores and livine

n ents

Cluster
dot. Chi square

A0 Acquir adjusting to employment

C. Personal and social adjustment

D. Use of "loney

E Food management

F. Food preparation

8 12.6735

6 8.8368

6 17,4130**

6 3303974*

6 17.2334**

Table 16. Chi squares between c o'es nd occupr ions

Clu
da Chi

Acquiring and adjustina to employment

B. Purchase and care of clothing

C. Personal and social adjustment

D. Use of money

E. Food management

F. Food prepara ion

4 29.9806**

3 3,3567

3 2,4427

3 74008

3 7124

3 2.7.586



The first hypothesis was Co relat ons between populat on

of horne town and recognized problems of single worlting girle'do

not vary significantly from zero. Table 14 shows significant

negative correlations were found between population of home

town and the adjustment problems in Clusters A and B beyond the

one and five per cent levels, respectively. As the population

of the town increased, the amount of difficulty recognized in

various aspects of employment and food management decreased.

The population of home town was not a significant source of

variance on Purchase and care of clothing Personal and social

adjustment, Use af money, or Food preparation cluster scores.

Because of the variance in cluster scores due to population on

two of the six clusters, the first hypothesis was rejeeted.

The second hypothesis was: Correlations 1Jetween semesters

of home economies completed and recognized problems of single

working girls do not vary significantly from zero. Two highly

significant negative correlations shown in Table 14 indicated

that the number of semesters of home economics completed was

a significant source of varianee on the kinds of problems found

in Clusters B and F. As the number of semesters completed

increasedo the amount of difficulty recognized by the girls in

food preparation and buying and caring for clothing had a

tendency to decrease. The other four cluster scores did not

vary because of the number of semesters of home economics com-

pleted, therefore, the second hypothesis was repudiated.
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hypothesis was; Correlations between population

ecognized problems of single working girls

do not vary siificant1y from zero. Significant correlations

in Table 14 show hat girls who lived away from home recognized

greater d Ticuities than did girls who lived at home in four

of the six a2eat mployment, clothing, use of money and food

management Scor s for Clusters Co Personal and social adjust

merit and F Food preparation, did not vary significantly

because or p ace of residence.

The fourth hypothesis was: Liv ng arrangement is inde

pendent of the recognized problems oA single working girls.

In order to compute chi squares between scores on adjustment

problems according to living arrangements, the girls were

grouped into three categories: those who lived with parents;

those who lived with relatives, in a room or alone in an

apartment and those who shared apartments. Cluster B was not

included in one of the chi square tests beoeuse of unequal

distribution in the contingency table. Only the clusters that

showed significant variances in scores due to living arrange

ments as shown in Table 15 will be discussed.

The frequency distribution profiles in Figure 2 show that

kinds of problems in Clusters D, E and F were significantly

influenced by livinq arrangements. Girls who did not live

with parents had a tendency to have more difficulty with use

of money than girls who lived with parents. The participants
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with scores in the 61 and over range for Cluster D n Figure 2A

had a score of five or more per item on a nine oint scale.

The data on the profile show that 18.9 per cent of the girls

who shared apartments 13.4 per cent of those who lived with

relatives, in rooms or alone in apartments and 9.1 per cent of

those who liVea At hoze had seores higher than five on problem:

that dealt with the use of money.

There was also a tendency for those who shared apartments

to recognize more problems in food management, Cluster E than

the other two groups. Figure 2B shows that 27 per cent of the

girls who shared apartments bad cluster scores in the 34 and

over range which was above the /addle point on the nine-point

scale

Ad ustm nts in Cluster F. Food. preparation, were not

serious problems for any of the groups as seen in Figure 2C.

Less than 10 per cent of any group had scores higher than five

for the items. The significant chi square score for Cluster F

may not have been due to the influence of living arrangemenv

but rather to the anomalous profile curve.

Living arrangement was not independent of the problems

girls recognized in three adjustment a eas, The fourth

hypothesis, therefore, was rejected

To test the fifth hypothesis. 0ccupition is independent

of the recognized problems of single working girls, the girls

were grouped into two occupational categories: clerical and



47

all other types of OccUpatiOns, hencefo th refe old to an

general occupations. Sign ficant chi squares in Table 16 show

type of occupation was not independent of Cluster A scores.

Participants in general occupations recognized more problems

in acquiring and adjusting to employment than did clerical

workers, The hiehest ranges in the profile in Figure 3 show

that 36.2 per cent of the girls in general occupations and

13.9 per cent of the girls in clerical occupations had scores

higher than five for problems that dealt with employment

Occupation was not independent of problems recognized by girls

in one area of adjustment; the fifth hypothesis was therefore

rejected.

Individual It m Analysis

The questionnaire was divided into four series of items

dealing with situations single girls may have experienced

according to living arrangements. The first series was devel

oped to elic t responses from girls who lived with parents; the

second, from those who did not live with parents; the third,

from those with roommates and the last, from all regardless of

living arrangements.

Six items were concerned with difficulties that may be

experienced by girls who live with their parents. The data

in Table 17 indicate that the mean scores for the items became

higher as the amount of acceptance needed from the family
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Z0 General occupations

1 Clerical occupations

0 9 10m18 1927m 28 36 37 lair

Cluster A scores

Figure 3. Profile of frequency distribution of Cluster A
scores according to occupations

'became ogzleator. The routine matters of living within the

family were not as great a concern as being accepted and

treated like a mature adult. The wide range of variability in

the scores indicated thato although being treated like an

adult was a problem for some of the girlso not all recognized

or had the problem. There may have been girls who had no

desire to leave home, were dependent on their parents and had

no inclination to be recognized as mature adults.
II

Girls living away from parental homes responded to the

eleven items concerned with acquiring suitabae living arrange

ments. Table 18 includes the mean scores and standard devi

ations of the items according to whether respondents lived
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Table 17. Xean scores and standard deviations ror items
related to problems experienced by girls who lived
with parents

em

Gettin my family to treat me like an adult

Wantin to live away from home

Helping with decision making at home

Getting more privileges at home now that
I'm working

Taking on more responsibilities at home

Paying room and board at home

Mean S.D.

3.06 2 31

2.82 2..54

2.46 1.99

2.45 2.25

2.14 1.76

1.48 1 53

with relatives, in a room, alone in an apartment or with others

in an apartment.

Four of the items were more difficult for those livamg

alone or in shared apartments than for those living with rela-

tives or in a room, these were: Finding a place to live with-

in my budget, Paying for rent in advance, Paying installation

charges for phone and utilities, and Getting repair work done.

Finding a clean, well-kept place in a desirable neighborhood

was a greater difficulty for those who lived in a room and in

an apartment alone than for those living with relatives or in

a shared apartment.

The participants who lived with relatives and in a TOOM

had the most difficulty finding a place close to public trans-

portation and a shopping center in a desirable neighborhood.
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Those who lived1 alone and in ha ed apartments had the greatest

difficulties finding a clean, well kept place within their

budget Those who shared apartments had difficulties with sit

untions involved in sharing initial expenses of paying for

rent, phone and utility costs in advanoe

Teri items, ralevant for girls who shared apa tmento w th

others, were concerned with finding and living harmoniously

with a roommate. The two problems of greatest importance, as

indicated by the mean scores shown In Table 19 dealt with

sharing housekeeping duties and finding the right roommate

The lower mean scores on the interpersonal relationship prob

lems suggested that the difficulty was not in getting along

with a roommate but in the initial act of finding a compatib e

one to live with. Shared decisions dealing with money, cooking

and who should be boss presented less difficulty than house

keeping decisions. Possible explanations may be that the girls

enjoyed doing the other duties involved in apartment living but

did not enjoy housekeeping; or it was easier to be lax with

housekeeping duties than it was with cooking and deciding where

the money goes since they had to eat and had only a limited

amount of money to work with.

The majority of items elicited responses from all partici

pants regardless of living arrangement. The mean scores of the

items were ranhed and divided into four parts. The first guar

tile as shown on Table 209 contained the items with the

highest mean scores, the fourth quartile, the lowest The



T ble 19.
re

ores and atcndcrd deviations for items
roblems experienced by girls who

pc th others

Mean

Sharing reponsthiUties for housekeeping duties 2.87 2.33

Finding the rieht room= e to live with 2.52 2.51

Deciding on how the food money will be spent 2.20 2.07

Working out a budget for apartment expenses 2.18 2.19

acttin along with my roommate 2.10 1.82

Disapproving _f each other's fr ends 2.04 2.02

Deciding on a work schedule for cooking 2.03 2.09

Enjoying different interests and activit es 1.90 1,47

Deciding on who the boss will be in the apartment 1.8k 2.05

Spending too "pm h time with my roommate

lowe es t fell in the second and third quartile

are given In 4able 21 and can be found in Appendix D.

Interrelationship problems were of two kinds and appeared

both in the first and fourth quartiles. Those items with

higher means: Joining organizations where I ean meet young

people, Getting involved in an active social life, Meeting

fellows I'd like to and Going places where I can meet new

friends were concerned with social adjustment outside of the

employm nt situation* Meeting new people at work, Getting

along wivh my fellow workers and Getting along with my boss

had lower mean scores and were concerned with interpersonal
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Table 200 Xec4., s eviations of items wared.
rdless of living arran

fourth quartiles

Item Mean ser)

Obtinz des!,
Ectinz bre.::.jtst every =orn n
Joining orgealizatitzas where I can meet young

people
Keepincr: zy weizilt where I want it
Gettirig yroty n cal of my meals
Keeping r.yzelf on a budget
Getting the rit kinds of food for good health
Flonning for the future
Findinz a good paying job
Deciding on the type or work I want
:flaking zy clothing dollar go as far as it should
Getting involved in an active social life
Knowing how to prepare bre.id
Meeting fellows 19d like to
Going places 'there I can meet new friends

11 hoze town

Fourth quartile
'tin out in restaurants

Spending too =oh r.oney on entertainr.ent
Spendint too much nonay on transportation
snowing how to =ke quick meals
Knowing how to prepare vegetables
Gettin g. satisfaction from my hobbies
Knowing how to prenare desserts
Doing laundry
Meeting new people
Knowing how to prepare salad
sauyinr,, thinLs on the instr114...ent plan
Buying clothes appropriate for worzu
Gettinc alcag wIth ;ay fellow workers
Getting alonz with rj boss
Keeping ny job
iffearinz uniforms furnished by the co. any

5.0 3.50
4.85 3.54

4.57 2.96
4.53 3.09
4.36 3.04

3.00
4.06 2.96
3.93 2.48
3.90 2.83
3.86 2092
3.76 2.55
3.76 2.80
3067 2.75
3.60 2. 89
3.54 2.63

2.17 1.88
2.16 1.90
2.12 1.97
249 1.81
2.06 1.69
2.04 1.88
1.97 1.67
1.90 1.66
1.89 1.59
1066 1.62
1083 1.79
1.72 1.37
1.60 1.17
1.5C 1.47
1.38 1.04
1.06 .07
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relGtion hips on the job. The problem, tnerefore, eppeared to

be mcettns the right Rinds or people on a social basis outside

of the work situation.

Inadequate knowled e about nutr tion was recognized as a

greater problem than was the lack of skill in food preparation

In the first quartile, four items de lt with aspects of nutri

tion: Eating breakfast every morning, Keeping my weight where

want it, Getting variety in all of my meals and Getting the

right kinds of food for good health. Only one item concerned

with skill in food preparation, Knowing how to prepare bread.

appeared in the first quartile while four items concerned with

food skills appeared in the fourth quartile. Nearly half of

the respondents were living at home and consequently may have

had little to do with food preparation

Two aspects of employment that created varying degrees of

difficulty for the girls were acquiring and adjusting to

employment and interpersonal relationships on the job. The

first of these produced the greater difficulty as was indi

cated by the mean scores for the items: Obtaining desirable

employment in my home town, Finding a good paying job and

Deciding on the type of work I want The interpersonal rel

tionship problems of employment disoussed previously, ere of

little diffioul y to the girls.

Money management problems wore divided among the four

quartiles Two items Keeping mys lf on a bud et and Making

my clothing dol ar go as far as it should appeared in the first
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quartile. Spending too much money on entertEinnent, Spending

too mueh money on transportation and Buying things on the

installment plan appeared in the fourth quartile. Some expla

nations for the lower mean soores for some items may be; the

girls did not have cars or money to buy them so transportation

expenses presented no problem; entertainment wns either In the

form of dating, watching television or going to house parties

and did not involve large expenditures of money; it was diffi

cult for the girls to establish a credit rating and therefore

were not makinc installment payments; charee accounts may not

halm been considered installment buying.
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U *Win ANA RzCOMuSDAT

The major objective of the study was to identify reeog

nized probaems of single girls in Iowa entering the work world

following high school graduation. Two becondary objectives

were to study relationships between the kinds of problems and

the size of home town from which the girl came, semesters she

enrolled in home economics and the location of her present

residence, and to study the differences among problems due to

living arrangement and type of occupation. Five hypotheses

related to the objectives of the study were tested;

1 Correlations between population of home town and

rceognized problems of single working girls do not vary sig

nifieantly from zero.

2. Correlations between semesters of home eeonemics

completed and recognized problems of single mrking girls do

not vary significantly from zero.

3 Correlations between population of home town and

re ogn zed problems of eIngle working girlf, do not vary s

nificantly from zero.

4 Living arrangement is independent of the recognized

problems of single working girls

Occupation is independent of the recognized problems

of cingle working g rl



Data were collected by questionmire which W66 developed

using information obtained froll; interviews, personcl experience

and previous studies. The queotionnvire was composed of two

forms. Form A requested certain personal data from the partici

pants necessary for analyzing the results. Form B eontained 88

items that the participants were asked to rate on a nine-point

scale according to the amount of difficulty the situation hod

caused or was causing her.

Single slas who had begun working directly following high

school graduation in 1966 were identified And located with the

assistance of hi-h school guidance counselors in Iowa who were

asked to supply the names and addresses of four elble par

tieipants. Nearly 83 per cent of the counselors responded by

sending the names and kiddressos of 738 girls; only ten of the

addresses were incorrect. Questionnaires were mailed to 738

participants, 72,2 per cent of whom returned the questionmires.

Fortymetwo of the returned questionnaires could not be used

because of lncle of information or ineli ibility of tho respond

ent The final number of participants was 491 unmarried Iowa

minis who went to work following high school graduation.

Personrl eharveteristies elicited from the participant

were population of her home town, whether she was living in

hor home town, her living orranGement, ocoupation number of

semesters of home economics completed and subjects thought to

be helpiiul when starting to work. The majority of the partici

pants came from small towns of less than 5,000 population.

4,111.4110"111.011411...,..



Because place of s4crce was a controlled 'Iva ble, nec.rly

half of the girls r nined in their home town living with

porents; the other half lived alloy from their home town. Of

those living away from their home town over half lived in

shared apartments

The girls were grouped. into six occupationcil areas.

Nearly 70 per cent of the participants were employed in cleri

cal work and approximately 20 per cent were in three occupa-

tions related to home economics; sales, work-in home and work

in-institution. Subjects related to clerical work, such as

English, commercial courses and mathematies were msArked as

being p6rticular1y helpful by the largest percentages of sirls.

Homo eoonomies was marked as being helpful when starting wrk

by 89 per cent of the girls who wprked in homes; 79 per cent

in institutions; 46 per cent in sales; 29 per cent in factories

and 21 per cent in clerical occupations,

liata wore analyzed Ls clusters which resulted from inter

correlations of it Ms. An examination of signifieant correla

tions and item content produced six major clusters; A, Acquir

ins and adjusting to employment, B. Purchase and care of

clothing, C, Personal and soeial adjustment, D. Use of money

E. Food management and P. Food preparation, The number of

items in the clusters =Iced from five in Cluster A to eleven

in Cluster D. Cluster F had the highest average corrolotion

and reliability of all six clusters.
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Cluster mean s o es were computed a4 comr rea. C:

Acquiring and adjusting to employment, had the lzhest

3.92; Cluster B, Purchase and care of clothing and Clus e F

Food preparation, had the lowest mean scores, 2.63 and 2 52

respectively. Three 0f the clu tors had me n scores 'between

303 and 304, These °lusters were; Ce Personal and social ad

justment; D, Use of money and B, Food preparation.

Intercorrelations of cluster scores showed all the

to be significantly re ated. Three of the olusterss A

Acquirinq and adjusting to employment, B. Purchase a

clothing and E. Food management were correlated hi.4.

Cluster D Use of money. Cluster P Food preparation*

lated hiahesu wi h Cluster 14 Purchase and care of clothlnol

and Cluster C, Personal and social adjustment, correlated

highest with Cluster B, Purchase and care of clothin-

The findins caused all hi otheses related to the Ob

tives of the sk.udy to be rejected. Correlations of cluster

scores and three variables showed that size 04 hone toun arta

the number of semesters of home economics completed caused

significant variance on two cluster score_ and place of resi

dence influenced four cluster scores. Significant chi stuares

were found between living arrangement and three cluster scores

and occupGtion and one cluster score.

Population of home town was a zource of v

scores of Cluster A0 Acquiring and adjusting to

Cluster E Food management As the population 12 talat
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increased, the amount of d f ioulty recognized In various

aspects of employment and food management decreased:

The number of semesters of home economics completed had a

significant negative correlation with Clusters B and F. As the

number of semesters of home economics increased the amount of

difficulty ecognized by the girls in food preparation and pure-

chase and care of clothing decreased.

Place of residence was a source of variance in four areas.

Girls living away from home recognized greater difficulties in

employment, clothing, use of money and food management.

Living arrangements proved to be dependent on three of

the cluster scores. The groups of girls not living with their

parents had a tendency to recognize greater diffioulties with

problems in Cluster D, Use of money. There was also a tend

ency for girls sharing apartments to recognize greater diffi

culties in food management problems, Cluster B. Although there

was a significant chi square score between living arrangements

and food preparation problems, the variance seemed to be due

to the anomalous profile ourve rather than to living arrangow

ment. None of the girls seemed to be having much difficulty

with food preparation.

Chi squares were computed between cluster scores and two

occupational categories: clerical work and general occupa

tions. Clerical workers recognized less difficulties in prob

lems related to Cluster A, Acquiring and adjusting to employ-

ment problems, than those girls in general occupations.
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Individual items cs well s clipter scores were a alyzed

so more specific problems would be ident fled. Separate

groups of items were included in the questionnaire for girls

who lived with parents, for those who lived away from parental

home and for those who lived In shared apartments. The m or

ity of items were included to elicit responses from all the

participants regardless of living arrangements

Girls who lived with parents had the greatest difficulties

with problems that dealt with family acceptance of their newly

acquired adult roles. The items that implied acceptance by

family members created greater difficulty than did those items

concerned with managerial situations in the family.

Acquiring suitable living arraneements created varytng

kinds of difficulty for those not living with parents. The

participants living with relatives or in a room had the cost

difficulty finding a place close to public transportation and

shopping centers in a desirable neighborhood. Those who livtd

alone or in shared aparments had the greatest difficulty find

ing a clean well.skept place within their budget. Those who

shared cpartments had more difficulties with situations in

valve in sharing initial expenses of paying for rent phone

and utility costs in advance.

Finding and living harmoniously with a roommate oreated

problems in two areas: sharing housekeeping duties and finding

the right roommate. Getting along with a roommate was loss of

a problem than the initial act of finding a compatible one.
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Shared deei ions that dcclt with money, ng and w o would

be boss presented less difficulty than decisions about house

keeping duties.

The mnjority of iteis were to have been marked by ll the

participants, The items were ranked ac ording to mean s ores

and divided into quartiles.

Mean scores for interpersonal relationship problems on and

off the job showed that greatest difficulties were recoEnized

in joining organizations, getting socially involved, golly,

places to meet new friends nnd meeting fellows. The least

amount of difficulty in personal adjustment was in meeting

people at work and getting along with the boss and fellow

workers

Problems that involved aspects of food were of two types,

Problems related to nutritional knowledge were reeognIzed as

being of greater difficul y than food preparation problems.

Eating breakfast, weight control, getting variety and the right

kinds of food for good health appeared in the top quartile of

items; whereas, four items that dealt with food preparation were

in the bottom quartile

Three items that dealt w h employment wore reeognized as

presenting difficulties. Obtaining desirable eNployment in

home town, finding a good paying job and deciding on the type

of work were the problems that were recognized as presenting

the most concern.
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Money mAnagement problems w re divided omong the qu'tilc.

Neeping on a budget and mckins clothing money stretch were

items that appeared in the top quartile. Spending too much

money on entertainment and transportation and purchasing on the

installment plan were not recognized as probltms by the girls,

The following recommendations were made based on the find

ings of the study. Xf the study were to be repeated, it is

recommended that:

1. Because of the large peroentae of returns a smaller

randomized sample of guidance counselors rather than the entire

population be used to secure names and addresses of partici

pants.

2. Lcoauso the present study did not involve a random

ized sample, it is recommended that the study be repeated after

developing a plan for drawing a randomized sample of partici-

pants

DirectIons be inoluded w en oonta tine counselors

expl ining that if there wore not four girls qualified from the

hip,h school the names and addresses of those available ware to

be sent

4. P. r clue t be made to prtiotpcnts to return the ques

tionnairee w th a note of explanation if they no longer quali

fied for the study.

$. The nine points on the ratin scale be more specifi

cally defined and tested to see if the responses could be more



meaningfully inter t An "0" re once be Edded to the ic1e

for a "doesn t f.pp y response

6. The questionnaire be printc. on only one side of t e

page to nueamore wmplete response

7, The items with correlation coefficien above .50 be

mined for content and combined where possible.

8 The fifteen items hat did not correlate Eniticantly

be eliminated from the questionnaire.

9. J similar study be conducted using participants from

an urban state.

10. similar study be conducted with single wo ing rls

who have trining beyond high school to study the influence of

further educatic

Implicritions bacod. on the fis of the study e:

When dovo1opin curricula for classes in wage earning,

Jving or & combinat on of the two, special considera

tion b given to:

a. he intcation of money mnnagement and other

mcnocria1 principles in all areLs of home economies

los Che use of weicht control, social ad.juctmont and

clothin& selection as motivating factors to help create inter

est in the study of nutrition

An evaluation of present curriculum to dot rmine

the extont of e phasis being placed on food prepar tion and

cloth ng courses at the expense of other educational neods
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IOWA wrArrk: UNIVJ 1

OP 5ClaNCg ANO TCCHNOIOOY

Aracb, Iowa 00010

OCPARTMUNT OP HOMg CCONOMICO COLOCATION

Dear

The Home Economics Education Department at Iowa State University is

conducting a study to obtain information concerning problems single

working girls have as they enter the world of work directly following

high school graduation. The results of the study will have implications

for planning home economics curricula in Iowa.

We need your assistance in this project by providing us with the

names and present addresses of four girls from the 1966 graduating class

of your school who have not married and have been gainfully employed

following high school graduation. Two of these girls must be living at

home with their parents and working in their home town, and two girls

must be working away from their home town and living away from their

parental homo. A questionnaire will be sent to these girls so it is

important that the addresses you send be as current as possible.

We would sincerely appreciate your cooperation with this study.

Enclosed is a form for your reply. We hope you can provide this

information for us within the next ten days. If you have any questions,

please feel free to write or call collect, Dr. Eleanore L. Kohlmann,

Ames, 515-2944234, who is in charge of this research project.

Thank you for your time and cooporation.

Very truly yours,

AfD ?di/4 1eb /(.1',W4/

Alborta D. Hill
Hoed, Department of
HOMO Economics Education

ADH:eke

Enclosure
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Fleose fill out within 2ive day5 and return to; Dr. -:44-47.7:,:-. ..;J. .. ...

hozoolt;U: Id.rcfc..-..-.::

eIG:i.e L':4.-.-nr. T.L1c..;
.i,..-.' :

- ,

269 EacKni
I6wa S In te I;nivi.x.7:4,;?

1440,5 :OW&

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF 2 UNMARRIED Q.LLS WO LIV7 WI
THEIR HOME TOWN.

Nom

Address

Nome

Address

NAMES AND ADDRESS OF 2 UNMARRIED GIRLS WHO ARE WO
LIVING AWAY FROM THEIR PARENTAL HOME.

1. Nome

Address

Nome

Address

MINNOW.

MINONWWWWWONNINI.N.11.......WWWWWWININWINON

wammookodwaNdamwww.d.

ml.C111Wird r- d !FM,
midd dd

onowNO
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IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

OF SCIeNCC ANC. TeCHNOLOGY

Amos, Iowa 500xo

OCPARTMCHT OF liOMg gCONOMICS gOUCATION

The Home Economics Education Department at Iowa State University
is conducting a research study to identify difficulties being
experienced by single working girls as they enter the work world
following high school graduation.

Your former high school guidance counselor hos given us your
name as a possible participant in this study. Will you assist by

answering the enclosed questionnaire? The information you give on the
questionnaire will be kept anonymous as you need not sign your name.
The total results, however, will be used in preparation of teaching
naterials that can be used in a class of high school girls to help them

when they enter the work world. It is very important that we get 100%
participation if we are to complete this study.

We realize how busy you are but the questionnaire will only take a
few minutes of your time and we hope you will enjoy answering it.

Plnase return the completed questionnaire in the enclosed stamped
self-addressed envelope within the next 5 days.

Thank you so much for your time and cooperation.

ELK:ckc

Enclosure

Very truly yours,

g
ac2.41444,. (7%

Eleanore L. Kohlmann
Associate Professor



De

FoUor'ui C rd to Gu4cnoc Councelor

We roclize you hrIve c; busy sc'Acdule r,nd it mcq

not have been fec4sib1e for you to return the forn
requonting n=os ond adaresses of wo,14iaG Lirls from
your 1966 gradunting cl:cs. We would like to oral
this request to your attention again; we are most
anxious for a complete return.

Even though you may not hrive 4 girls who quail
fy, wo would like as zany names as you cm supply or
the form itself if you hvve no one who qualifies.
We are looking forward to a 100% return.

Thank you for your time and interest.

Sincerely,

Eloonore L. Kohlmann
Associate Profes or

Follow up Card to Participaut

Dear Nips

Porhps you hnvongt hnd tine to complete the
quectionnoire we sent you concerninc difficulties of
single workinG girls, but im ere still hoping to hoar
from you. We need responses fro= all of the partici
pants if the study is to be useful to us. If you do
not qualify as a single working girl, we would noro
ciato havinc; tho questionnaire returnoa with a note
of explanation.

We have received wonderful cooperation thus Car
and are looking Torward to a 10e return.

Thank you for your time and interest,

Sincoroly,

Eleanore I'. Xohl=ann, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
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0744. V. ON TO O2LD OP WORN
awenr Ortmnewefter weir "WV IP1.01.0. PR.Ppro

The IiOQ Eeononiec Dopertment at J.owa Stto tniversity is
conduetin a study to obtain inforration about problems working
girls have when entering the wor!t world. The results of this
-tudy will have implications on ct:rriculum planning for high

school girls.

We would approciato your ideas on the following questions.

1, What factors did you consider before deciding on the job

you wilted?

2. What kinds of problems did you meet when trying to get a

job?

3. What chcresetoristics do you feel are most helpful in koep-
ing a job?

What kinds of probloms wore involved with making livinmq
arran-ements when you went to work?
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3. WhLpt types of pe. or;i r4SuctLent problems, if nny, did
you meet when you en ored the work world?

6. Whct kinds of c3.viee could you, have utc d bout;

Xoney management;

Time management;

Other manag A.ent;

7. What cdvice would you have to
who want to work away frorn hom

chool s nior tr1s
their home towns?

8, Check one of tho following 1 iiro with my parents ( )

I live away from hone ( )



I Wha kind. of Icor. you.

2 What zade you decide to do

else?

:reava any

yes t were so=

F0,on

u'o ou like

7 Do you a,lan to c
? ?

are

8. Zo my jobs ?awe you hf:

chool?

9 On. v. 40

from yome hoze

eca e

'or ther thcn soieth1r

of a sob? If

job

o ark?

of worA

of Wor ? If ye.p

co sobs?

woc i away
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10. What sort of 1.ving a cwc o you have?

If you 1 ve at ho e;

11. What do you 1 ke best about your livinix arran ements?

12. What chan e did you make in your way of living when you

started working?

If you live away f.om hone:

13. What do you like best r.bout the place where you are livine

14. What new experiences did you have when you were looking

for a place to live?

1$. What problems did you run into?

16. What maao you decide to taze the place you now live in?

17. Do you have an apartraentmate or roomma e?

180 How did you find zorneone to live with you?
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19. Did you have emy trouble findins one? If yes, what

kinds of trouble?

20. What about your living arrangements do you especially like?

21. What things do you find you and your roommate(s) disagree

about?

22. What would you chanse about your living arrangements if

you could?

23. How did you decide on ways of sharing responsibilities

within your partment?

24. How do you share the respon ibilities for:

housekooping?

food preparation?

shopping?

finances?

use of spaco?

2$0 What kinds of things do you do during your leisure time?

26. What kinds of things would you like .to 4o but ean't durins

your leisure time?
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27. To what orsanizfttions do you belons?

Why did you join?

28. Have you mode any new friends since you started working?

If yes, how have you met them?

29. Is gettins acquainted with new people a problem? In what

ways is it a problem?

30. What are your goals for tho next two years?

31. What preparations ere you making to reach these goals?

32. Do you have enough tille outside of work to do the thincp

you =Ant to do? If not, what are some of the problems

you havo?

33, Do you find thc4t time moves slowly when you aro not work.

ins? Why or why not?

34. Do you follow a timo schedule? If yes, what kind?

3,5. Do you have troublo making your paycheck stretch to meet

all o4 tho things you need?

36, Do you make out a budgot for use of your ...onoy?

37. Do you know how much you spond each month for food?

clothing? recreation? rent and ut :L.tios?

travol or car expen ?
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38. Whnt experionees havo you h44 with u e of;

credit?

instalment buyins?

door-to-door salesmen?

insurcnce?

locns?

s-vincs?

charao coounts?

any othor financial arranzomonts?

39s What sort of meal arr ncomonts do you have?

4o. What aspacts or this crrancomont do you find most plocsant?

41. What a "de us or this crrs*Peomont do you find least ploasant?

42. What di.1:ficu1tios do you havo in planninc meals? (nut.. on

cnd variety)

c,oecy shoppinc;?

stoo of food?

propar tion?

clonr up aftor oa1s?

woiiht control?

ontort inine

4
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43. What diffieulties hove you experienced in reeard to;

planning your wardrobe?

selection of clothes?

co dination of wardrobe?

care of clothe ?

storage of clothes?

''cost?

44. What vdvice would you give to senior girls who want to go

to work right after high school?



t a NEM CZRTAIN INik'0W.TION J U T YOU ?LEASZ

TUX FOLLOWINC tiLANKO. DO NOT SION YOUR, =4.

WluiL Maul of work do you 40

2. What is (lie ziamo or your LoiLo towa

) How many some.qers a LOMO economieu have yi5u

(A full year of home oconemics is 2 :;emc:Aerz

MARK (X) ONE

4. I now live:

A. in my home town.

B. away from my home town,

I now live;

A. with my parents

B. with relatives.

C. in a room.

P. alone in an apartment.

E with others in an apartmeWc,.

F. othors. (please state.)

6. THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF SUBJECTS IOU NJTY

SCHOOL. NARK (X) MO6'2 THLT WLE PAIMCUALTLY

114.44-LL

WHEN YOU START= WORKING. YOU MAY CFECK MORE TEAN 47.Z.

A. English and literature.

B science.

G. mathematics

D. commercial courses, typing, bookkeeping

E home economics.

F. history and other socii cienc -4

G. spooch.

. H. journalism.

I. othors. (Plume stoto.)

'0*

..110--

zu.4.44.4

477W7,

.ok4
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The following aro statexonts t1I 6t do crib() various situations

experienced by single working girls. We aro interested in

knowing how mnoh or zi difficulty 'those situations n 6 or hn,

bgan to yon since finishing hi.a school.

1) If the situation is or was on oximome di floulty, fox'

you, indicate thin by murking a "9" in. ths lank

2) If the situation presented ao, Airnalillx, indicate

this by marking "1" in,the blank

3) Use numberf7 between 1 and 9 for xulDUA Ji2(exua4

dial-011a.

1

no
difficult/

1

8 9
extreme

difficulty

Your choices should describe how ruch of a difficulty those

situations nrm or warp to xau. Be sure to zadjx.itt Atataraca

enrorPully.

IF YOU LIVE W/TH YOUR PARENTS, MARX THE NEXT 6 QUESTIONS.

1. Getting my AAmily to treat me like an adult.

2 Getting more privilegcs at homo now that I'm working.

J. Helping with deci ion making at home.

4. Tuking on more reoponsibilities at home.

5. Paying room and board .t home.

6. Wanting to live away from home.

IF YOU LIVE AWAY FROM HOME, MARK THE NEXT 11 QUESTIONS.

7. Finding a place to live close to public transportation.

8. Finding a place to live within my budget.

Finding a place to livo in a desirablo neighborhood.

10. 2inding ci pluco to 1ivt Qat 1 a shopping centor.

11. Finding a clean, well-kept place to live.

(SEE MU= SIDE)
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(1 1

1

no
difficulty

Plsnning for 12o .0 uro.

38. Keopina riv job.

Doing laundry.

40. Repairing and keeping clothop in good condition.

41. Sowing and altering clothoa.

42. Zuying clothos appropriato for work.:

43. Changing high school wardrobe so it will moet my neods now.

I./oaring uniforms furnished by tho company.

45. Determining the best clothing buys.

46. Making my clothing elollar go far pa it chould.

47. Mooting new pooplo at wor2c.

Going places whore I can moc e now frionds

joining organizations whore I can moot young pooplo.

50. Getting involved in on active: social lifo.

51. h.00ting fellows 11d liko to.

52. Dating so ofton as I'd like to

53. Doing what I really want to do during my free hours.

54. Having to stay homo during froo timo because of no nsporta o

55. Missing out on thinga 11d liko to do bccauso of tho lack

of spending monoy.

Gutting satisfaction from my holicios.

57. Doing the =ID olo thins for entortainmont

58. Eatortaining people at my placo.

59. ..aking my pay chcc:: moot all o: °Iings / need.

60. Mskin,..; out a workablo budget..

61. :Cooping .ysolib on budga-4.

62. Knowing where Iv zwac,y goes.
2ELBEV=SB SIM)

9
oxirno

difficulty

CC -.al. 4- AY



Columns

1,2,3,4
5 6
7 8,9,10

11 Form

7

83

X C; CODING PLAN

Cord

Recervcd for use by atotistion laborvtory.
Card number.
Identification nunber. (Upper ri ht hand corner

of questionnaire).

Question 1--4. Clericol, work in office.
1. Utaes, work with public.
2. Work in home.
30 Work in institution.
4. Work in factory.
.5. Unemployed.

Detween 1 and 999 popu1a ion in
home town,

1. Zetween 1,000 and 2,4990
2. Botweala 2,500 and 4,999,

Betweon 5,000 and 9,999.
Over 10,000 population.

12 Question 2---0.

4.

13 question 3---0. No home economics in school.
1. 1 semester.
2. 2 somcsters.
3. 3 semesters.
4. 4 semesters.
5. $ semesters.
6. 6 smesters.
7. 7 somocters.
8. 8 semesters.
9. 9 semesters or more.

14 Question 4---0.
1.

15 Question
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

16 Quo t'ion

17 Question
1.

18 Question 6C--0.
1.

Live in home town.
Live away from home town

Live with parents.
Live with relatives.
Live in a room.
Live alone in on apartment.
Live with others tn an apartment
Other arraneements.

Cnittcd.
No=hod.
Omitted.
Yxrbcd.
0Iitted.
Narked.



Colu ns

19

20

21

22

23

24 0

C o1uni s

1 15

16 46 Con o B

Question 6D--0.
1.

Question 6E-0.
1.

Question 6F.-0.
1

Question 6G--0.
1.

Question 61-0.

For B Questions 1

Omitted.
;:vrked.
Owitted.
Nraed.
Omitted.
Xarlied.
Omittca
17ented,
Omitted.
MarRed.

57--.0. Not applicable.
I No difficulty.
2.
3.
44,

5.
6.

7.
8.
9. Jn extreme difficu1ty.

Card II

Same as for Card I

Questions 58-88-0, Not applicable.
1. No difficulty.
2.
3

5.
4.

6
7.
8.
9. An extreme difficulty.



=DIX D IcCss TEXT

Table 21 Frequency di., trbutor. of scoras on Clusters D,
1ivn ocntand F ccoox

a
L v cirronce ents

Iia III

Cluster D
SOOXJG
0-20 67 26.1 15 16.8 25 18.2

21-40 116 45.3 23 37.0 4U 35.0

41-60 49 19.1 21 32.5 38 27.7

61 and over 211 9.1 12 13.4 26 18.9

Cluster
scores
0-11 82 32 0 22 24.7 30 21.8

12-22 92 35.9 33 37.0 36 26.2

23-33 65 25.3 21 '23.5 34 24.8

34 and over 17 6 6 13 14 6 37 27.0

Cluster F
Geom.
0-14
1$-28
29-42
43 and over

9) )6., 42 47.n 66 48.1
114 44.5 25 26.0 44 32.1
34 13.2 19 21.3 15 10.9
15 5.3 3 3 3 12 8.7

a

with rol tivos,
who shared apcx

Table 22 Frequono
accordin

Cluster A
scores

0 9
10-1S
19-27
23-36
37 end ova..

d. 'with parents; II = eir s who lived.

oom or alone in an SD rt t 11 eirls

to
u ioa

coupction
o'es on Cluster A

.7
113
94

)3
17

22& 14
32 9 35
23.$ 42
11.0 36
4.9 2.6

9.7
24.4
29.3
25.1
11.".

clerical woro other occupa ons.
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